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Press release (07.04.2025)

Giinter Thiele Award 2025: Friederike Rummeni Honored for Qutstanding Thesis, Laura Siewert
Receives Giinter Thiele Research Scholarship 2025

Outstanding academic work in communication management was recognized with the Giinter Thiele Award
2025 and the Giinter Thiele Research Scholarship 2025. Friederike Rummeni received the award for her
excellent master's thesis, while Laura Siewert was honored with the research scholarship for her academic
article. The award ceremony occurred on April 4, 2025, during the "REFRESH" event organized by the
Department of Communication Management at Leipzig University.

The award-winning master's thesis by Friederike Rummeni, from the Communication Management
master’s program and supervised by Prof. Cornelia Wolf and Prof. Ansgar Zerfal3, explores the acceptance
and use of artificial intelligence (AI) in communication consulting. Under the title "Artificial Intelligence
in Communication Consulting. Field Study: A Quantitative Analysis of the Individual Acceptance and Use
of the Large Language Model Fergus by FGS Global," the thesis analyzes which factors influence the
implementation of modern Al technologies and how they can be successfully applied in practice.

Laura Siewert was awarded the Giinter Thiele Research Scholarship for Doctoral Candidates for her
academic article “Strategic Transparency in the Rhetorical Arena: Insights from a Case Study on
Information Disclosure in International Strategic Communication.” Her research critically examines the
normative ideal of transparency and investigates the tension between disclosure and secrecy in
international communication contexts. Through an interdisciplinary literature review and a qualitative
case study, the paper analyzes the strategic use of transparency within the geopolitical interests of
various actors. The full paper was presented in March 2025 at the International Public Relations Research
Conference (IPRRC) in Orlando, Florida.

“The awarded works impressively demonstrate how academic research can help address current challenges
in communication practice. Whether it’s the use of Al in consulting or the strategic dimension of
transparency—these topics are of enormous relevance for the future of our field,” stated Jury Chair Prof.
Giinter Bentele.

Named after Dr. h.c. Giinter F. Thiele, a pioneer of the German PR consulting industry and honorary doctor
of Leipzig University, the Giinter Thiele Award includes a €1,000 prize. It is annually awarded to the best
master’s theses in communication management, public relations, and strategic communication at Leipzig
University. This year’s jury consisted of Prof. Dr. Giinter Bentele (Chair), Prof. Dr. Werner Siiss, and Dr.
Sandra Binder-Tietz. The award encourages outstanding academic and conceptual work and innovative
and reflective engagement in the field.



In addition, the Giinter Thiele Research Scholarship for Doctoral Candidates—endowed with €1,500—
supports the participation of early-career researchers from Leipzig University in academic congresses and
conferences related to communication management, public relations, and strategic communication.

An overview of the award winners from previous years can be found below.
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Contact: Dr. Sandra Binder-Tietz, binder-tietz@quenter-thiele-stiftung.de

Award winner
Masterthesis

Friederike Rummeni
Lina Blenninger
Katja Fischer
Julia KloR
Jeanne Link

Jan Reinholz
Sebastian Jansen
Karolin Kéhler
Lena Schneider
Maria Borner
Kevin Reilig
Doreen Adolph
Miriam Droller

Alexander Klepel

Dr. Christine Viertmann (Wohlgemuth)

Dr. Juliane Kiesenbauer (Miihling)

Annekatrin Buhl

Dr. Birte Fahnrich

Christian Sommer

Award winner

Research Scholarship

Laura Siewert
Caroline Siegel
Daniel Ziegele

Jeanne Link

Find more information at www.guenter-thiele-stiftung.de

Award winner
Bachelorthesis

Bjorn Borchardt
Laura Steglich
Anna Pirus
Paulo Thelen
Lena Liilfing
Denise Weigelt
Maike Lehnhoff

Anika Miiller

Melanie Gerasch

Doreen Adolph

Roman Riihle

Matthias Bartmann
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Award ceremony 2025
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(L.t.r.): Dr. Sandra Binder-Tietz (Managing Director of Giinter-Thiele-Stiftung), Friederike Rummeni,
Laura Siewert, Prof. Giinter Bentele (Vice Chairman der Giinter-Thiele-Stiftung)



